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AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION 



Gift of Priceless Lincoln Material to the Illinois State 

Historical Society and Library, by the Hon. 

Clinton L. Conkling. 



The Illinois State Historical Society and Library has 
lately received through the generosity of Mr. Clinton L. 
Conkling, of Springfield, Illinois, a valuable and im- 
portant accession to its collection of original Lincoln 
manuscripts. In the dark days of the summer of 1863 
plans and schemes were on foot to defeat Mr. Lincoln 
for re-nomination for the presidency, and it was decided 
that a convention or mass meeting of ^'Unconditional 
Union'' men be held at Springfield on September 3d, and 
that efforts be made to make this meeting so vast and 
so general that the opponents to the administration war 
policy would be effectually silenced as to the sentiments 
of the citizens of Illinois. Mr. Lincoln was asked to 
attend the meeting and he telegraphed Mr. James C. 
Conkling on August 20th, 1863, as follows: 

Washington 10:30 A. M., Aug. 20th, 1863. 
To Hon. James C. Conkling: 

Your letter of the 14th fourteenth is received. I think 
I will go or send a letter probably the latter. 

A. Lincoln, prest. 

This telegram is on the blank of the Illinois and Missis- 
sippi Telegraph Company, Caton Lines. On the lower 
left hand comer is written : 

^^Mr. C— Mr. Wilson got this in cyphers. 

Operator.^* 
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Mr. Conkling has presented the original telegram to 
the Society. On August 27th, 1863, Mr. Lincoln wrote 
(on War Department paper with the word *' private*^ 
on the upper left hand corner:) 

My dear Conkling: 

I can not leave here now. Herewith is a letter instead. 
You are one of the best public readers—I have but one 
suggestion— Read it very slowly. 
And now God bless you, and all good Union men. 

Yours as ever, 

A. Lincoln. 

This letter is entirely in the handwriting of Mr. Lin- 
coln. Mr. Conkling has endorsed and signed a note on 
the lower margin of the letter, stating that *Hhe above 
letter was sent with the letter published in Holland *s 
Life of Lincoln and which was intended to be read at the 
Republican Convention held at Springfield, Ills. Septem- 
ber— 1863 and which was read at that time. James C. 
Conkling." 

Mr. Clinton L. Conkling has presented the Society 
with this original letter. He has also given to it the 
original letter which was sent to be read at the conven- 
tion of September third, and which as Mr. J. C. Conkling 
quaintly says, '^was read" at that time. This historic 
document is written on paper which has the letter head 
of the Executive Mansion, Washington, and bears date 
of August 26, 1863. It is a little over seven pages in 
length and is signed by Mr. Lincoln himself. *^ Yours 
very truly, A. Lincoln." It is one of the most significant 
of the letters written by Mr. Lincoln during his presi- 
dency and is only exceeded in importance by his official 
and State papers. There is also another telegram to Mr. 
Conkling, on the telegraph blank as described of the date 
of August 31st, which is a very long telegram covering 
both sides of the telegraph blank, making additions and 
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corrections for his letter which was to be read at the 
mass meeting. Mr. Conkling has also presented this 
telegram to the Society. These two letters and the two 
telegrams are very valuable, considered from a money 
point of view, and Mr. Conkling conld have sold them 
for several hundreds of dollars, but they are priceless to 
him, and he has donated them to the State of Illinois 
through the Illinois State Historical Society that they 
may be kept in a fire-proof building and be preserved as 
a most valuable part of the State's collection of Ldn- 
colniana. 

These letters were published with an article in the Chi- 
cago Tribune of June 23, 1895, by Mr. Paul Selby, and the 
forthcoming volume of the Historical Society's tran- 
sactions will contain a copy of the letters in full, the tele- 
grams and a description of the meeting, giving full 
details of the correspondence between Mr. lincoln and 
Mr. Conkling and of the meeting. For this reason we 
do not publish a full description and copy of the letters 
and telegrams in this article, as Mr. Selby has done this 
in a most admirable manner in the article just mentioned. 
Mr. Conkling adds to these valuable original manuscripts 
a letter from Mi*. Selby in regard to the letters, and the 
article as it appeared in the Chicago Tribune — that is, 
the article clipped from the Tribune. 

This gift of Mr. Conkling is so valuable and of such 
historic interest that we feel that this acknowledgement 
of it is a very imperfect expression of the gratitude of the 
Society and Library. 

We publish in full the letter of Mr. Conkling, which 
accompanied the manuscripts when presented to the 
Society. The letter is as follows : 
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Spbingpield, III., January 3, 1910. 
Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, Secretary of Illinois His- 
torical Society, City. 
Deab Madam: 

It gives me much pleasure to present, through you, 
to the Illinois State Historical Society, the original 
letter dated Washington, D. C, August 26, 1863, from 
President Lincoln to my father, James C. Conkling, and 
read by the latter as Chairman of the Committee of 
Arrangements before a Union Mass-meeting held at 
Springfield, September 3, 1863. 

The handwriting is that of a scrivener, but here and 
there throughout the letter are a few minor corrections 
made in Mr. Lincoln's own hand and the letter is signed 
by him in person. The direction on the envelope in 
which the letter is enclosed was also written by Mr. 
Lincoln. 

The original draft of this letter is in Mr. Lincoln's 
handwriting and is now in the possession of Hon. Robert 
T. Lincoln. 

With this I also present to the Society the original 
letter, wholly in Mr. Lincoln's handwriting, dated 
August 27, 1863, addressed to my father and enclosing 
the letter to be read at the Mass-meeting. 

The telegram of Aug. 20, 1863, from Mr. Lincoln, say- 
ing he would attend the meeting or send a letter and his 
telegram of August 31st, 1863, making a short addition 
to the letter of August 26th, are also herewith enclosed. 

The history of these papers and the circumstances 
under which they were written is fully set forth by Hon. 
Paul Selby in his article entitled ^*The lincobi-Conkling 
Correspondence" in the transactions of the Society for 
1908. 

I deposit these papers with the Society feeling assured 
that it will preserve them with the greatest care. They 
have since their dates ever been in my father's and my 
possession. 

Tours respectfully, 

Clinton L. Conkling. 



